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PLOT

Pilot Captain Salih Ekrem is a young air officer and one of the first Ottoman pilots. He lost his wife during the birth of his little daughter, Gülmelek. In February 1915 with the first assaults of the British fleet, Salih Ekrem entrusts Gülmelek to her grandmother’s care and leaves Istanbul to go to Gallipoli, flying on “one of the first planes”. One day, while engaged in an air reconnaissance mission, Salih rushes to the aid of a group of Turkish medical personnel, among which is a young nurse by the name of Nihal, when they are attacked by two English planes. Although heavily injured during the skirmish, he and Nurse Nihal manage to save a young boy named Fuat. An orphan, Fuat takes shelter under the wing of Nurse Nihal, Captain Dr. Ragıp, Nurse Erika and the captain of the Nusrat, Captain Hakkı. Seeing their own children reflected in the “Little Veteran” Fuat, everyone is doing their best to protect him.

In the heat of the most violent and terrifying days of the war, Fuat will be the force that draws Captain Salih and Nihal closer together. When Nihal is required by her duties to return to Istanbul, this togetherness will blossom into a great love "expressed in letters"...
CHARACTERS
Pilot Captain SALİH EKREM – TANSEL ÖNGEL
In his 30’s, he lost his wife during the birth of his daughter Gülmelek. Appearing sincere and warm-hearted on the outside, he is actually a deeply reserved and introspective young officer. One of the first Ottoman pilots, he received his pilot training in Berlin.

Like a great many young officers of his era, he is a recklessly self-sacrificing patriot who has consecrated his life to the “defense of the motherland”. In pursuit of this purpose, he has entrusted the care of his little daughter to his mother in Istanbul and come as a volunteer to fight at Gallipoli. Even while fighting under extremely difficult conditions, he does not hesitate to risk his life…

He has a close relationship with Captain Hakkı, Dr. Ragıp and Captain Nazmi, who are also serving with him at Gallipoli, that go back to their high-school days together.
Nurse NİHAL – NESRİN CAVADZADE
An orphaned girl in her 20’s.

She lost her entire family, including her little brother, in a raid by one of the Bulgarian gangs in the years prior to the Balkan Wars. Under the influence of this tragedy, she has devoted herself completely to her duties and volunteered to serve at Gallipoli. Almost completely introverted, she speaks little and works hard.

At Gallipoli, she will adopt the 6-7 year old orphan Fuat, who, after surviving an air-raid, comes to be known as “the little veteran”. Seeing him as a kind of surrogate for the little brother she lost at such a young age, she will be prepared to make any sacrifice to bring the boy up.

Captain Salih Ekrem is deeply impressed by her self-sacrifice and strong personality when they meet during their days at Gallipoli, and a life-long love will bloom between them.
CEVAT PASHA– HÜSEYİNAVNİ DANYAL
A wise, highly experienced Ottoman general of high character in his 50’s… the commander of the Gallipoli Fortifications.  He is a great man who, despite the hardships afflicting the entire country, spends his days and nights working to fulfill his duties at Gallipoli to the best of his abilities and extending a brotherly-paternal hand to his subordinate officers and the soldiers serving under him…
CAPTAIN HAKKI from Tophane – BÜLENT ŞAKRAK
A navy captain in his 30’s; he is an exceptionally gregarious, outgoing and enthusiastic person who does not hesitate to open up his emotional world to the people in his close friendship  circle. He is the captain of the Nusrat minesweeper.

Other than his duties at Gallipoli, his mind is fixed virtually day and night on another piece of good news to come from Istanbul: his wife is pregnant and almost due… Captain Hakkı is convinced the child will be a girl and he has already chosen a name: Mürşide… He is collecting ribbons for her and has even ordered sweet confectionary through his friends who are heading to the city centre…

Despite all this, he is deeply aware of his duty to his homeland. So much so that, even despite the deep excitement in his heart, he does not hesitate to volunteer for the most difficult missions…
Nurse ERİKA – BARBARA SOTELSEK
Dr. Ragıp’s German wife… She is a generally atypical example of a German woman in her 30’s. Her marriage to Dr. Ragıp and the great harmony she experiences in her relationships in Gallipoli, lie at the root of her mission…

She enjoys forming relationships with those around her.

She has great respect for Nihal, who has come to the hospital at Gallipoli as a volunteer nurse, due to her character and diligence. In fact, in her private life she has come to act as a close friend and guide to her…
Captain Dr. RAGIP – OZAN GÖZEL
A doctor in his 30’s who received his surgical training in Berlin. While completing his specialist training, he met and married Nurse Erika and they came together to Gallipoli.

He has a characteristic tendency to filter events and evaluate them according to logical principles.

Although he tries not to show it, he feels a deep bond of brotherhood with Captain Salih Ekrem and his other brothers-in-arms and does his utmost to observe and watch out for them…

He and Erika have no children…
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